
looking for the black cat…

AySe Erkmen

	 Turkish coffee-cup readers have been perfecting their skills for 
the past two hundred years. In Ayse Erkmen’s video Coffee (2006), noted 
reader Fatih Özgüven carefully observes Erkmen’s empty coffee cup and 
recites a confident and detailed account of her future, including the 
trips she will take, the people who will threaten her, and the objects that 
will keep her house safe. Although his is an impossible knowledge, he 
steers clear of spiritual mysticism, explicitly rejecting what he calls “that 
Chinese bullshit,” and sticks to the physical reality of what he sees in the 
empty cup and on the empty saucer. 
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